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Introduction

In the space of Information Society there is a room for some new objects. One of them is so called Virtual Region.

The definition of the new object as well as aim of a project connected with it and related concept of implementation will be presented.

Some questions and solutions connected with the problem of sustainability of New Economy Era are considered in the paper.

Definition

From the theoretical point of view the object ‘Virtual Region’ is a Union in terms of Set Theory and Topology. It works. Some experimental models have been effectively simulated.

Practically, the Virtual Region is:

· A region, which is self-organized locally and/or globally.
· Relatively independent from the geographical and local government point of view, but of course, the local region is following all obligatory laws and regulations.

· Set up and managed by a special consortium of selected partners (institutions, profit and non-profit organizations, SMEs and industry).

· The backgrounds for the consortium partnership are civil law agreements related to the concrete targets of the Virtual Region.
· Synergy and added value effect are the main motivations to common activity inside consortium and concurrently within the Virtual Region.

· E-Democracy (Electronic Democracy) is the platform on which the citizens will be provided with an efficient system of democracy with the transparency of administration and the clear access to participation in public decision-making.

· The Educator system is the way to accelerate and expand the e-marketplace on the arena of Public Administrations, by stimulating the formation of an integrated learning environment for the benefit of relevant target users and new jobs.

Aim of Project

In order to prevent the gap between the existing Regions in the field of innovation competitiveness and to take advantage offered by the New Economy, we specify the new generation of innovative measures as follows:

· Easy access to different type of services with possible elimination of the barriers like distance, disability, bureaucracy, etc.;

· Lowering the connection cost to inhabitant in the region;

· Social communication and exchange of information;

· Creation of distance learning and skill training system;

· Efficient regional management, access for handicapped to knowledge;

· Lifting the level of civilization with special regards of inhabitants in little towns and country-regions;

· Cultural heritage and electronic democracy;

· Integration of local community through the relation of easily accessible virtual exchange forums of information;

· Possibility of realization in democratic procedures.
This activity aims to realization of the idea of information society in the regional and multi-regional understanding.

Concept of Implementation

The concept is based on a target oriented regional consortium organized by a group of Polish innovators.

Major of town Nisko was elected as the leader of the consortium. We call it ‘Regional Consortium Nisko’.

The following towns: Nisko, Sandomierz, Tarnobrzeg, Stalowa Wola, Włodawa, Łańcut; Counties of: Sandomierz, Nisko and organizations: Alfa-Omega Foundation from Warsaw, Economics College in Nisko, Humanities and Natural College in Sandomierz, Regional Economics Chamber in Stalowa Wola, Info-Center Stalowa Wola, TradeVertex Polska Warsaw are included in it.

Main target of the initiative are inhabitants Entrepreneurs and local autonomies of the Region.

Implementation method of the project is creating the remote (virtual) realizing of development services to local communities such as: virtual education and training, telemedicine, telework, aid of administrative and municipal commissions, e-businesses, virtual SME, immediate access to European and world bases of knowledge, intellectual development of handicapped, electronic democracy, innovation and competitiveness, new jobs creation.
Receivers of the project
Results at the first step of implementation are: SMEs and inhabitants of the region that have autonomies at the point of junction of 3 provinces.
Project has to serve over 1000 SMEs and 300 000 inhabitants, and be accessible to other administrative districts and regions. The number of receivers will grow.

On present stage of development, project embraces about 30% receivers.

Next step of implementation: globalization of the circle of receivers.
The current situation of the information society concept implementation could be characterized by:

· globalization and sustainable development as a dominant trends

· geographically distributed enterprises and availability of ICT solutions

· big amounts of PAs and Corporate Knowledge

· difficulties with the New Economy paradigm understanding and new jobs creation processes

The New Economy paradigm appeared due to the so-called “on-line economy”, based on the Internet, and other information society technologies, which is going now to be global. That economy encompasses work, entertainment, research, purchasing, selling and business with a new breed of consumers, suppliers, vendors, competitors and business processes. It has caused the redefinition of such concepts as growth, assets, liabilities, commerce and information technology blueprints. Because of Internet the transactor (e.g. buyer, seller, negotiator etc.) is now in control of business transaction. The customer decides what is important and how he or she wants to buy or to close the negotiations in terms of time, competition and comparative values. At least, the exchange value (e.g. price) is dictated by customers.

The new economy challenges are going to be focused on two new key components: Information and Knowledge, but concentrated around sustain development problems. Now, this is mainly based on a triangle constructed by the economy development (e.g. Global e-Marketplace), Quality of Live and Environment.

We are able to understand the field of this triangle as the field of admissible decisions. It is going to be clear that reasonable development decisions depend on solutions taken in this field. Now it is well known that the current decisions and activities belonging to the area of economy have to be subordinated to the new economy paradigm.

It is necessary to launch several R&D programs for sustainable workplaces reality.

Among them:

· Mechanisms to access PAs and Corporate Knowledge

· Methodologies and tools to identify knowledge needs and sources and to improve the transmission and flow of information in the marketplace and all categories of workplaces

· Evaluation methods of used, needed and owned knowledge as well as e-Content production and management

· Development principles, ways and procedures to transform information into a Decision Mechanism Tool

· Creation an European and Global framework of knowledge and e-Content Management

· Supporting a European as well as global Observatory for methodologies, techniques and tools dedicated to knowledge management, e-Content production and management as well.

Effectiveness Assessment
In terms of sustainable development concept accepted by the main circles of international society, all data necessary for main actors and decision-makers within the economical, social as well as environmental area have to be expressed in the unified and comparable form. Organization responsible for that in Europe is EUROSTAT which is also a coordinator and integrator of the national statistics.

Looking at the statistical tasks mentioned above from the sustainable development implementation point of view such statistics as statistics of competitiveness, statistics of economy and social potential (among others: entrepreneurship, innovation, skill, education, culture), statistics of environmental conditions, quality and value (e.g. variables for tourism, history of nature etc.) have to focus our attention.

Many aspects of the problem are shown when the one of the crucial undertakings of the sustainable development implementation has to be development chances matching of all European citizens especially in the field of methods and tools for active participation in economic development as well as in getting easy access to the World Wide Web.

Summary

It is becoming to be clear that a broad understanding of the relevance of Information Society concept and sustainability for human culture at all as well as for all sectors in human society should be supported. Explicit and consensus based definition of sustainability have to be elaborated as an input to future efforts.

This should be stimulated by innovation and research and development programs and pilot project.

One of them is the „Virtual Region” project, which will probably play an important role for our better future.

Main thesis of the paper will be clearly illustrated during the presentation to the audience.
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