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This is an award with people firmly at its centre; an award that focuses on the benefits and positive changes that information technology can bring to communities rather than on the sophistication of the technology itself. The Stockholm Challenge Award is a non-profit initiative of the City of Stockholm in partnership with the European Commission. It offers IT pioneers from around the world a unique opportunity to showcase projects of excellence, which can be private, public, academic or non-profit. As you probably know, the Stockholm Challenge Award is the successor to the Global Bangemann Challenge – the successful IT award that attracted international participation and recognition from 1997 to 1999.This year the award has seven categories and entries are, of course, free. The Stockholm Challenge Award will continue the tradition of a prize-giving ceremony in June 2000 and the much appreciated Best Practices Exhibition and Conference. The name of the Challenge may have changed, but the spirit remains the same!

Categories – 2000

New Economy

Creating new structures, redefining business models and finding new markets are just some of the challenges facing us in the digital world. E-business and e-commerce represent a wide range of new activities, from home shopping to business-to-business transactions. In the new economy, all businesses, especially small-and medium-sized enterprises, need to be able to implement and use information and communication tools effectively in their day-to-day operations.

Education

The explosion of e-learning is revolutionising our educational systems and creating new learning structures. As more and more people gain access to education, technical developments will improve the learning experience in and outside the classroom. The use of the new media will enrich the lifelong learning process, and improve distance learning by facilitating high-quality instruction and effective interaction between teachers and learners.

Health and Quality of Life

How can new technology improve our quality of life? The development of telemedicine means that hospitals can provide off-site medical expertise and more accurate, accessible patient records – which adds up to improved service and treatment. Meanwhile, technical advances lead to better confidentiality and security routines. The weaker, disadvantaged  groups, those with special needs in our communities, can feel safe at home, knowing that they can reach medical care in a variety of different ways.

Public Services and Democracy

The digital revolution is more than just a change of tools. It is built on an infrastructure of openness and free communication available to all, regardless of their technological expertise or ability. The use of e-campaigning means that citizens can influence democracy while local and regional authorities can inform and engage citizens. Cyberdemocracy is a reality that neither politicians nor citizens should ignore as it can help to ensure that public services really are public – that is, open and available to all.

Culture and Entertainment

Effective use of the media adds content value and enriches the communities we live in by informing us in a more holistic and integrated way. Cross-cultural, cross-border communication breaks down barriers and increases understanding between ethnic groups within and among countries. New information tools can make culture more open and accessible to all. This spread of information means we can create a global cultural arena where artists and an ever increasing public can meet. In this way, culture and entertainment can help us over the

threshold from the industrial to the digital age and give us an understanding of what this means.

Environment

Communication technology can help create an environmentally sustainable world by improving areas such as traffic and transport, industry and service. It plays an important role when it comes to alarm and surveillance systems that can help us predict and prepare for catastrophes. We can also use communication channels to educate people and raise

awareness of environmental issues.

Equal Access

The Stockholm Challenge Award contributes to the development of a global

information society which encompasses all, particularly those disadvantaged

within our communities. This is what equal access is all about: making information sources available to all. In less developed regions, this could simply mean having access to a telephone service. In other regions, it might mean access to the Internet for the disabled. After all, it is all about narrowing the information gap!

The Stockholm Challenge Award

City of Stockholm Economic Development Agency

s-105 35 Stockholm Sweden

e-mail:info @challenge.stockholm.se
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