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eEurope initiative and the State information policy of the CR

Jiří Peterka, independent journalist, Czech Republic

Our state information policy conception agrees in its main point – emphasis on education and information literacy – with European conception, but in other points there is quite marked diversity. Would it be a reason for revision of our conception?

Currently we witness faster and more intensive information and telecommunication expansion perhaps to all sides of human lives. It causes quite radical changes both in personal behaviour and in society function as a whole. Main driving force of coming new technologies is a private sector, of course; but consequences of it affect the whole society so that some activity from state bodies is requested. The matter is mainly to create environment for future shape of human society (more often called „information society“). The task of the state administration is and will be to control its concert and on the other hand to control concrete process in areas which both are not and should not be in hands of private sector. The state should ensure both the state administration and self-government and the resorts such as education, health care, defence and security function. Within other sectors, for example industry, the state should ensure conditions for their right function, for example communication liberalisation and start equal and fair rules.

The process of progressive information and telecommunication technologies enforcement is both demanding and enriching. It may create some problems to solve but also creates new chances and possibilities to exploit. For example it offers chance for marked and sustainable economic development, a chance to tackle unemployment etc.

Why the conception is needed?

Each state should understand how to approach the trends of information and communication technologies enforcement (it is often simply called „information society coming“) and if it is willing to promote it (or if it is only a question of industry revitalisation). If the state decides to promote it, as it is inevitable, the first step should be to make the conception. It means to draw up decision, idea, priority and expectation system with basic outline of what, how and when to do it, what the expectations and goals are etc.

Such a conception was created in the Czech Republic by The Office for the State Information System as document called State Information Policy. It was created for Government Board for the state information policy and on the day of 31. 5. 1999 it was ratified by the government as a strategic government document.

Similar conception was ratified by the European Union some time later, exactly on 8. 12. 1999 as an initiative called eEurope (fully „Europe, Information Society for all“). Regarding the time discrepancy it is evident that our conception was created without acquaintance with future European conception.

What is the content and what are the demands of the State Information Policy of the CR

Our conception document comprises eight basic priorities:

· Information literacy for all citizens

· Free access to information for all citizens

· New technologies application into public administration services to the citizens

· To build communication infrastructure for public administration

· Ensure credibility, security and rules within the specific conditions of the information society

· To create prerequisity for e-business development in the CR

· To create transparent entrepreneurial environment and put public financial funds economy under the citizens’ control

· To build sustainable and safe information society,

while these priorities can be divided into three main areas:

· information literacy (priority number 1)

· e-business (priority number 6)

· electronic public administration (priorities number 2 – 5, 7, 8)

It is evident that the emphasis is placed on public administration and its digitalisation in contradiction to eEurope conception, where public administration digitalisation is only one of ten priorities.

Direct part of our State information policy (full version on government WWW server, http://www.vlada.cz is the general activity and task schedule relevant to particular priorities. For example within the area „information literacy“ it is being planned all the schools connection to the Internet by the end of 2001.

Particular documents content details which are in preparation now and has not been published yet:

· information literacy – it should be worked out in separate document „State information policy in the area of education“ by the Ministry of Education, Youth and Physical Education, it should be submitted to the government by 31. 3. 2000.

· e-business – this area is solved by „Draft of the measurements for e-business support“, it was worked out and ratified by the government on 12. 1. 2000 (but it has not been published yet).

· electronic public administration – the whole area is solved by the document „Action plan of the state information policy realisation“ in detail. It should have been submitted to the government till 30. 9. 1999. Later this deadline was postponed on 15. 1. 2000, and then on 31. 3. 2000 (and by this time it has not been published yet).

What are the European priorities?

European conception formulated within the framework of eEurope initiative agrees with our conception particularly in the first priority. All in all European conception has 10 priorities, in comparison with our conception as follows:

Priorities of the EU (eEurope)
CR (SIP, State information policy)

European youth into the digital age
Corresponding with the task: „Information literacy for all citizens“.

Cheaper access to the Internet
It is not included in SIP. 

e-business acceleration
Corresponding with the task: "To create a prerequisity for e-business development in the CR“.

Internet for the science and the students
It is not included in SIP, it could be a part of the first task (information literacy).

Smart cards for electronic access 
It is not included in SIP, partly in e-business development.

Risk capital for high-tech small and medium companies 
It is not included in SIP.

e-participation for the disabled 
It is not included in SIP.

Health care online
It is not included in SIP.

Smart transport
It is not included in SIP.

Government online
Corresponding with the area: „Electronic public administration, which is a part of 2 – 5, 7 and 8 priorities“.

There is no marked difference between the two conceptions in the first priority – information literacy and education. But only in European initiative the access to the Internet for the science and the students is thought to be very important while it may be „hidden“ under the first priority in the CR.

But important difference is at how the both conception see public administration problems: from the European view it is the last priority (and probably only the state administration), while in the CR it is the largest part of the conception and it is worked out into some particular priorities (e-democracy, Public administration information systems development, communication infrastructure for public administration, information systems credibility and safety and transparent economic environment).

An interesting difference is in how they see the communication infrastructure – it is mentioned in the both conceptions, but differently. We are aimed at infrastructure building – for public administration demands. European conception deals with infrastructure for the citizens and at lower expenses. It is thought the second important priority right behind the education. In our conception there is mentioned cut in telecommunication prices, but not anything concrete. It is supposed to be the question of finishing Telecom monopoly. But in Europe they know, that you have to do something for it, it is not automatic – you have to promote fair conditions for all subjects in the area of telecommunication.

Big similarity is in parts regarding e-business, safety and creditility (in the European conception it is a utilisation of smart cards). Our speciality is a demand on „transparent economic environment“, while in Europe it is though to be a matter of course. European conception pays attention to the care for the disabled, health care, transport, science and research more and have realised today’s economic reality (source of capital for the firms).

Will we change our State information policy?

Conception document eEurope initiative called „Europe, Information Society for all“ is submitted to a special European Commission Meeting, on March 23 and 24 March, 2000 in Lisbon. The conception involves a recommendation to let joining countries join the initiative as well. It is a challenge for the Czech Republic to revise both State information policy and to start intensive work on particular documents of State information policy (Action plan, Draft of the measurements for e-business support, Draft of State information policy in the area of education). Evidently this fact causes postponing the discussions and these documents publishing (see for example postponed term of the Action plan).
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