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 To make the Global Cities Dialogue a reality, Mayors of cities from all 

over the world are invited to subscribe to the following declaration:

“Mayors of the world for a global cities dialogue on the information society”

The cities signatories to this declaration believe that the development of the Information Society should be for the benefit of all their citizens, communities, and people of the world, regardless of race, social position, creed, gender or age. They commit themselves to work tirelessly to realise this promise of equal opportunities and access, and invite all major cities across the five continents to join in this worthy enterprise through the Global Cities Dialogue.

The signatory cities subscribe to the principles:

· that cities are essential to the process of building a fair Information Society because they are the geographical, political, socio-economic and cultural entities where millions live, work and directly exercise their rights as citizens and consumers;

· that he effective creation and implementation of Information Society Technologies in our diverse societies has the potential to improve: 

· the quality of life and work of individuals

· the employment opportunities

· the quality and cost-effectiveness of processes and services  

· the practice of government and democracy at all levels

· the prospects of the social economy and sustainable development  

· that  there is the need for conscious steps to improve social cohesion and help avoid the division between information-rich and information-poor citizens and communities both inside societies and between societies;

· that the convergence and gradual globalisation of information society technologies and services need new forms of governance and cooperation;

· that the early phases of development of the Information Society imply a learning process in which the sharing of experiences, results and lessons among cities will most beneficial;

· that the Global Cities Dialogue constitutes a most valuable initiative to advance the Information Society across the globe, helping to reduce the gap between information-rich and information-poor within and between cities;

· that the Global Cities Dialogue provides an innovative mechanism for an informed interaction between cities and the private sector at local and global levels.

On this basis the signatory cities commit themselves to work together:

· to ensure the application of Information Society Technologies in cities with a view to improving the quality of life  and work of individuals, the quality and cost-effectiveness of processes and services, and the effective progress towards sustainable development;

· to nature trust and confidence in the development of the Information Society respecting the laws, traditions, languages and culture of cities and countries; while nurturing democratic participation, freedom of speech and privacy in the practice of electronic government;

· to tackle the law technological literacy, poor public access and shortage of skilled people that in many cities and countries represent a major obstacle to an equal-opportunity Information Society;

· to encourage the sharing of experiences, results and lessons among cities in order to facilitate a local and global process of information-society learning and development;

· to define and implement a programme of action that will help build the Global Cities Dialogue into an exciting and fruitful initiative for the Information Society in the third millenium;

· to work together with similar initiatives such as the Global Business Dialogue to identify and exploit synergies for the benefit of citizens, communities, cities and the private sector locally and globally.

The Challenge of Out Time

Humanity is entering the great adventure of the Information Society with great hopes and some fears. Hopes that information and communication technologies (ICTs) and the processes of convergence and globalisation are the enablers and providers of untold opportunities to improve the wellbeing of peoples across the globe. Fears that the opportunity may be lost and the result will be a reinforcement of a world and societies deeply divided between information-rich and information-poor citizens (i.e., „the have“ and „the have-nots“). Herein lies the true long-term challenge of our time. Can we realise the potential of an information society free from social exclusion and based on sustainable development? Can we today identify and take small practical steps that will contribute to strengthen processes in this long-term direction? 

Can we make Utopia a Reality?

The complexity of the challenge is immense, involving a myriad of social, economic, industrial, political, legislative, cultural, and technological issues, factors, trends and developments. No single institution, organisation or mechanism alone is enough to generate the processes leading to an information society for all.

The Role of Cities

A key organisational level is the city. They are the geographical, political, socio-economic and cultural entities where millions live, work and directly exercise their rights as citizens and consumers. They are close to grassroots processes and directly face a barrage of information-society issues, changes and opportunities: from local democracy to more cost-effective services.

Today, most cities of the world are only at the beginnings of the information-society learning process. The opportunity exists to enhance this process by sharing knowledge and experiences, while simultaneously becoming a relevant contributor and partner to both the private sector and at broader government levels on matters of governance and experience of direct concern to cities.

All Cities are invited to make concrete proposals to host specific eventc or activities of the Dialogue.

The Global Cities Dialogue

The vision of the Global Cities Dialogue responds to this need and opportunity. It provides cities with a relevant, open and powerful initiative and framework to actively shape and advance the Information Society across the globe. The Global Cities Dialogue also provides a mechanism for an informed and fruitful interaction with the private sector at local, European and global levels. In particular, it is the mechanism to encourage the sharing of experiences, results and lessons amongst cities in order to facilitate a local and global process of information-society learning.

The direct representation of Mayors in the Dialogue ensures the necessary credibility and political authority. Cities are challenged to ply a true leading role by contributing concrete actions and committing themselves to advance the vision of the Dialogue into a fruitful initiative for the Information Society.

Similar initiatives such as the Global Business Dialogue are invited to work together to exploit synergies for the benefit of citizens, communities, cities and the private sector locally and globally.

The Dialogue is an invitation to share, learn and work together for the benefit of a sustainable and socially inclusive information society worldwide. It is ultimately an invitation to shape the future believing that, yes, it is perhaps possible to transform Utopias into Realities!
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