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Projects supporting the development of the Information Society (IS) and e-democracy in the Czech Republic

František Dohnal, Czech Republic

Public administration in the Czech Republic started using information technologies seriously a short time ago. Although the development of information services in limited by infrastructure and by telecommunication services costs, plenty of state bodies have prepared projects during last two years which have addressed  considerable part of the society and have positively influenced interest in the Internet . The Union of Towns and Villages of the Czech Republic as non-governmental organization has participated in plenty of these projects relevant to towns and villages or has been an initiator of them. In this paper are shortly presentated some of the projects.

· The most significant and awarded project of the last year „Companies´ register“

http://www.justice.cz succeeded in offering an outline of all legal entities in the Czech Republic. Since facts about these bodies have been published on the Internet with the possibities of searching, we have noticed a big increase of Internet users who before had no interest in information technologies.

Database of municipalities in the Czech Republic „Towns and villages on-line“, http://města.obce.cz 

Database contents facts about all municipalities in the Czech Republic, it enables to enlarge an extent of information about each municipality. It is connected to municipal election results so it offers lists of elected municipality officerrs.

· Daily newspaper of public administration http://denik.obce.cz
· „The Golden Crest“, http://zlatyerb.obce.cz
The contest for the best web homepage of towns and villages, announced by the Union of Towns and Villages last year for the first time.

· Public information services of towns and villages „VISMO“

System importandly enlarging the database project of municipalities. It enables to publish directly all municipality information and documents while published extrent and content is within the terms of municipality reference. Projects has contributed to utilization of the Act on the freedom of information.

Summarization

The Internet is not only the question of infrastructure and communication, its exploitation in public administration is also limited by the scope of available information. Together with public administration reform is being expected huge development of information technologies within this area. The state should create both legislative conditions for the information technologies development and create direct and indirect tools supporting other subjects within public administration and private sector.






















www.isss.cz
1



[image: image1.wmf]